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SUBJECT: PROPOSED COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK FOR NON-MILITARY 
NUCLEAR EMERGENCIES 

1 . IN THEIR JUNE MEETING, THE NUCLEAR SUPPLIERS GROUP 
ADOPTED A SET OF GUIDELINES FOR PHYSICAL PROTECTION OF 
NON-MILITARY NUCLEAR MATERIALS. AMONG OTHER THINGS 
THESE GUIDELINES CALLED FOR NUCLEAR SUPPLIERS AND 
RECIPIENTS TO DESIGNATE POINTS OF CONTACT WITHIN THEIR 
NATIONAL AUTHORITIES TO COOPERATE ON MATTERS OF OUT-OF- 
COUNTRY TRANSPORTATION OF NUCLEAR MATERIALS, AND OTHER 
MATTERS OF NATIONAL CONCERN. 
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2. AS A MATTER RELATED TO THESE GUIDELINES, ERDA HAS 
PROPOSED ON AN INFORMAL INTERAGENCY BASIS THE IMPLEMENTA- 
TION OF A PRACTICAL NETWORK OF COUNTRY-TO-COUNTRY CONTACTS 
WHEREBY DESIGNATED OFFICIALS RESPONSIBLE FOR NUCLEAR 
SAFETY PROGRAMS CAN MAKE DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH ONE 
ANOTHER. SUCH ARRANGEMENTS WOULD BE USED WHEN, AND IF, 

AN EMERGENCY SITUATION INVOLVING UNAUTHORIZED POSSESSION 
OF NON-MILITARY NUCLEAR MATERIALS IS IMMINENT OR ALREADY 
TAKING PLACE WHICH MAY HAVE INTERNATIONAL IMPACT. 

3. THE PROPOSED NUCLEAR NON-MILITARY EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM WILL BE DISCUSSED AND COORDINATED 
WITH APPROPRIATE USG AGENCIES. CONSIDERATION WILL BE 
GIVEN TO HAVING A STATE/ERDA TEAM APPROACH SELECTED 
COUNTRIES FOR BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS OF THE PROPOSED 
COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK TO BE FOLLOWED BY MUTUAL PLANS 
FOR POSSIBLE IMPLEMENTATION. IN THIS REGARD, THE 

INITIAL CONTACTS MIGHT BE THE UK, CANADA AND MEXICO. 

4. REALIZING THAT SOME DISTINCTIONS MAY BE NECESSARY 
IN THE MANNER OF APPROACH TO THE VARIOUS COUNTRIES 
CONCERNED, IT IS GENERALLY AGREED THAT THE DISCUSSIONS 
SHOULD BE KEPT AT A LOW VISIBILITY. 

5. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE MISSION'S REACTION TO 
THE PROPOSED COMMUNICATION SYSTEM CONCEPT, AND THE 
APPROACH TO COUNTRIES AS RELATED IN THE DISCUSSIONS 
ABOVE. IN ADDITION, DEPARTMENT REQUESTS MISSION S 
VIEWPOINT REGARDING DESIRABILITY OF INFORMING DG HALL 
AND ROMETSCH ON A LOW-KEY BASIS OF THE SUBJECT PROPOSAL. 

IN THIS REGARD, DEPARTMENT IS CONCERNED ON THE ONE HAND 
ABOUT ANY IMPLICATION THAT US IS UNDERTAKING NEW NUCLEAR 
INITIATIVE WITHOUT INFORMING AGENCY WHILE ON THE OTHER 
HAND WISHING TO AVOID ANY INDICATION OF POSSIBLE FUTURE 
ROLE FOR THE IAEA IN THE SUBJECT PROPOSAL DUE TO THE 
SENSITIVITY OF FRENCH AND OTHERS TO AGENCY INVOLVEMENT 
IN PHYSICAL PROTECTION ARRANGEMENTS. PLEASE ADVISE 
SOONEST. 

KISSINGER 
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